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U)£makk&/Akc;limkm^ 
ClaiiTis 1,3 and 6- 1 7 are now pending, h total of 14 claims. Claims 1 and 9 are 

indcpctuioDi hulcpeiiJciii I'liiims 1 and 9 are amended. Dependent claim J, 4 and 5 were 

prpv-iniKly r^nc^led. Dependent tihim^ 3, 6-8 $ni 10 17 are unchanged. 



The specification Wiws obj&ctcd to umlo ^5 U.S.C. § 132(ii) as introducing new 
matter into the disclosure based on the phmsc "wherein the restriction thai is iiul laminated" 
rccJtcd 111 cidiin^ i aiLd 9. 

Ill addition, claims 1, 3, 6-17 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. S 1 1 7, fii^ parA^capIi, 
a5 failing to comply widi d«? wriUun desjcription requirement based on the phrase "wherein the 
rcshnction that is iiuL laminated" recited in claims 1 and 9. 

Claims \, 3, 6-17 weic icjcded under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Trull ct al. (U S. rt,0Snj36), and Ito (U-S, 5,063, 025). 

Independent claim I , a? amended, recites as fullows: 

1 - A gaakct for a prc-lillcd ayi ii igc. tin: syrmgc comprising a barrel 



into which liquid is charged^ wherein a peripheral side surface of the gaNkcl llial 
contacts an inner surface of the syringe barrel is provided with a tesii kuiori, and 
wherein u periphery of o bottom surface of the gasket that i^ not for contact willi 
thr liqnid is runner] ifUo a lapered slant, and wherein only the pcnphcrd .-side 
surface that contacts- llio inner surface of the syrin^ie barrel is laminated wnh 
polyethylene lluoridc resin. 



T. 
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The Office Action concedes that Trull ct al. has no diajclusure thai a plunger 
surface may be coaled. The Office Action argues that Ito, in mtumn s. linci; 1-7, iL'iwhes that a 
si>iiiiyc ji»skcl is comnnonly coated with a thcrmoplaslic resin such ws polyethylene i>i 
jK)lyjm»iiylefiK (Tl'.n ON) The Olitlce Action ihen concludes without any supporting t?viUcncc 
tliat it would have ba^ obvious to modify the Trull et al. gasket by using the polyethylene nr 
jiolyim'niylprit! i-Lidlijig of Ilo. 

To estabUdi prima Ikdt! obviousness, all claim limitotioiia must be taught or 
suggested by the prioj ai i. MPFP § 71 4?.03. Eflch step in an obviousness inquiry must be 
supported by "substantial evidences. " MPEP § 2142-2144,09. Tlic deficiencies of a reference 
cannot be rennediod by the Examiner's general conclusinns about whai is "basic knowledge" or 
"common sense" to one of ordinary skill in the art. /« /v; Zi^rkn, O^fi K 3cl 1 370, 13SS, 59 
USPQ2d 1693, 1697 (Fed, Cir, 2001 ). The OtTicc Action directly cn,K:cdcs lhal Trull d al. does 
noi leach or suAftCSt any gasket coating. The Office Action does ml aUc^c thai die lui lef^rrencc 
leadicb appbang a coarinj; only to the ouier surface of the plunger that contacts the iniip.r siw fiie^ 

of tllC Syj iii^K 

There is no teaching or suggeyiion in ilo lo apply a coating to **the peripheral side 
surface that contacts the mncr sut (iu;e of (ho syringe barrel," as recited in claim 1 . Ito dOCS not 
teach or suggest selectively applying n coating to pluiigci suifaccsi in any manner. Thus, 
pursuant to 37 C,F,R, i 1 . HH(dX2). Appliciirt rrqncsts a lefcitrno; or an affidavit to support any 
allefied '"motivation to modify" trull et al. or Ito tn apply a cnHting to a sm iaL-e Dfa Upered 
plmij^ci Lliiit cuiitacis the inner surftce of the syringe baircl. 

Nothing in the cited references - Trull cv a), or Ito. individually nr in cotnhinaJ-inn 
- teaches or .^nggc^ts <^ syringe gasket "wlicrtin a peripheral side surface of the gasket that 
contacts an inner .sui fflrr. nf Mic ^yiiagc barrel is provided with a reairiciion, and wherein a 
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pcfiphcr)' of a bottom surfecc of the gasket that is nol tor contact with the liquid is tbrmed into a 
tapftreri .^;l;int, and whEjrcm only the pcnphLTAf side surface that contacla the inner surface of the 
syringe barrel is lominotcd with polyethylene fluoride resin." Thus, independent claim 1 is not 
anticipated, Uughi, or fiuggociod by the art of roeord. 

Independent claim 9 similarly recites a syringe gasLet '^vhcrcin a peripheral side 
siuifiii:c ofllic ga^kcl tliai uunliiulij m iuiiei sm fact,! uf llie ^yrin^t; baird it; provided with u 
re.striditHi, Hrnl wJicttdn (.mly ihe prriplia«l side surfiicc IhaL coniauls the inner surface of the 
syringe band is laminated with poilyefliylcne fluoride le&iii, euid wti^ciu a periphery ofa bullom 
surface of the gaslcct that is not tor contact with the liquid is tbrmed into a first ta|Krcd slant, and 
a second tapered slani is formed between the peripheral side surface of the gasVct thnt cnntncts 
the inner surtacc of the syringe barrel and the restriction." lor at least the reasons discussed 
above, claiin 9 is also patentable over the conibination of I mil et at. utuJ Ito, 

Independent claims I and 9 meet the requirements of 35 U.S^C, S 1 12. No new 
matter has been inhxtdnced. See , cjl , original claim 3. 

11. liependent Claims 

The dependent claims arc patentable with independent claims I and V, or* 
discussed above. In addition, the dependent claims recite additional r<?aturcs that further 
diiiliiiijuiiJi die ciLcd rcilTen^;£i:sf. 

* t * * * 
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In view of the foregoing, Applicant respectfully aubmiis that the claima arc in 
candition for allowance. Applicant therefore requests that the application be passed to issuance. 
The Examiner may telephone Applicant's undersigned eounsol at the number below concemmg 
prosecution of this application. 

Also enclosed is a Petition for Extension of Time for one (1) month. 



WILLKIE FARR & GALLAGHER, LLP 



Dated: May 1, 2006 
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